
BFM Peace & Social Justice Committee Annual Report: October 2014 through September 2015 
 
 The Peace & Social Justice Committee (P&SJ) has as its mission to promote the prospects for 
peace by deepening the Meeting’s engagement in peace building, social justice, and environmental 
stewardship, by empowering all of us as individuals to put our faith into action. Advocacy, education, and 
financial support of community groups are among the ways the committee pursues its mission. We are 
appreciative of the many ways Bethesda Friends are involved, even if they are not formally a part of the 
P&SJ Committee. Last year, the committee agreed to focus the bulk of its energy on two issues: ending 
mass incarceration and environmental sustainability.  
 Ending Mass Incarceration. The committee was well-represented at most Maryland Alliance for 
Justice Reform (MAJR) and BYM Working Group on Racism meetings and formally agreed to be a 
sponsoring organization of MAJR. MAJR sponsored a number of bills before the Maryland legislature in 
2015; some of them became law. The most important one set up a Justice Reinvestment Coordinating 
Council to thoroughly review current practices in Maryland and recommend best practices from the 
experiences of 17 other states which have gone through the process. We co-sponsored a well-attended 
forum with Cedar Lane UU on the Montgomery County re-entry program (from prison) and set up a 
Smart Card Fund to help returning citizens with transportation critical to finding employment. A few of us 
are corresponding with people who are currently in prison. We sponsored a three-session reading and 
reflection on the pamphlet Building a Movement to End the New Jim Crow. We encouraged the Meeting 
and three of its committees to consider how we might become a more inclusive and welcoming 
community. We hope there will be a called meeting to reflect on what does it mean to be an inclusive 
and welcoming community? what prevents our being welcoming and inclusive? And what are the next 
steps? One of them might be to join the Black Lives Matter movement, by participating in River Road UU 
efforts or by beginning parallel public efforts in Bethesda.  
 Environmental Sustainability. Working closely with Adult Religious Education and the Yearly 
Meeting Unity with Nature Committee, the P&SJ Committee sponsored three forums: on Right 
Relation-ship with the Environment, on healthy and sustainable diets (by Margaret Fisher of Alexandria 
Meeting), and on how to expand efforts to address climate change (by a representative from Interfaith 
Power & Light). Phillip Bogdonoff organized two public workshops on carbon sequestration. We 
recruited 18 BFM households to the Compost Crew program (recycling kitchen clippings and other 
compostable materials).   Service Days. We held five service days (four at A Wider Circle and one 
with the Rock Creek Conservancy), thanks to the organizing efforts of Melissa Merideth and Rick 
Morgan. 
 Outreach Efforts. We have been pleased with consistent outreach efforts in the BFM newsletter 
with both Peace Notes (thanks to Lauren Brownlee) and Green Notes. Two special initiatives were to 
support housing for a homelessness man in cooperation with Bethesda Presbyterian and BFM’s joining 
the Olive Oil Ministry in support of Palestinian farmers and A Tent of Nations. We also co-sponsored a 
forum on Syria with Peace Action. 
 Special Fund-Raising Efforts. We are delighted by BFM’s increasing participation in the Mary 
Jane Simpson Scholarship Fund. As in the past, we co-sponsored with Religious Education the 
Mini-walkathon for the Interfaith Housing Coalition, involving a hardy band of walkers on a cold day who 
raised more than $2,736 in November 2014. We give special thanks to Esther Delaplaine for 
coordinating the walk. We celebrated Thanksgiving in February with Dian John’s delicious cooking and 
hosting. Our special thanks to her and her family. P&SJ representatives participated in the 
grants-making process in the spring and will be following up with those in Meeting who applied for the 
grants. We have received a report from David Zarembka on Healing & Rebuilding Our Communities 
(HROC) outreach to four Burundian schools. The schools are pleased with the training so far and hope 
for a second series of workshops in December/January. 
 New Energy & Synergy. In general, we sense a lot of new energy and synergy relating to P&SJ 
issues and concerns both within the Meeting and in society in general. Within the Meeting, this is 
especially true of the RE’s new focus on Quaker Values & Leadership. Beyond the Meeting, we are 
heartened by MAJR, Action in Montgomery, and Pope Francis’s emphasis on environmental and social 
justice efforts. 
 The committee generally meets on the fourth Sunday of every month in the Teachers’ Lounge, at 



9:15 a.m., and welcomes the participation and ideas of everyone in the Meeting. 
 
 In FY 2015 (July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015) P&SJ recommended support for 22 organizations, which 
received $13,780 from Meeting funds. We follow the work of eight additional, mostly Quaker, organizations, 
which received $9,700 under the regular budget. We designate the social concerns boxes, which received 
$22,221 in donations in FY 14/15. (We would be happy to provide to those who request it our document 
describing each organization and our relationship to it.) 
 

Recommended by Stewardship & Finance: 
American Friends Service Com/ DC Project  2,500 
American Friends Service Committee  1,200 
Friends Committee on National Legislation  2,000 
Friends of Ramallah Friends Meeting  1,000 
Quaker UN Office       900  
Right Sharing of World Resources   1,000 
Action in Montgomery (membership)   1,000 
Interfaith Works (membership)        100 

     Total  9,700 
 

Recommended by P&SJ: 

Addressing local poverty: 
A Wider Circle         200 
Bethesda Help        500 
Interfaith Housing Coalition       700 
CASA of Maryland        350 
Interfaith Works        700 
The Family Place        800 
Mary Jane Simpson Scholarship Fund   3,500 
Jubilee Jobs         300 
Literacy Council of Montgomery. County     600 

Promoting Peace, etc.: 
ProNica         500 
Seeds of Peace        250 
African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI)    2,000 
Magarama II Peace Primary School, Burundi    250 
Women for Women International      360 
Nurturing Minds (Sega School, Tanzania)     720 
Center for Conscience & War      250 
Torture Abolition & Survivors Coalition (TAASC)    500 

Stewardship of the Earth:     
C&O Canal Preservation                              200 
Rock Creek Conservancy                             250     200       

Miscellaneous: 
Barrio San Jose de la Canada School, Nicaragua    200 
HOPE for Haiti        500 
P&SJ Discretionary (earthquake relief in Nepal)    150 
 

     Total:         13,780  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Social Concerns Boxes FY 2014/2015 
Ju/Au: Literacy Council of MC     452   451 
S: MJ Simpson Scholarships  14,150 
O: Action in Montgomery     126 
N: Interfaith Housing Coalition     787 
D: A Wider Circle     706 
J: TAASC     221 
F: Thanksgiving in February   1,266 
M: Women for Women Int.   1,087 
A: Ramallah Friends School   3,140 
M: Literacy Council of MC     147 
J: Jubilee Jobs     139 
 

 Total  22,221 
 

 Total Social Concerns    10,028 
 


