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Space for Spirit  

At its meeting on 11 November 2015, the Ministry and Worship Committee 

discussed the space needed for Bethesda Friends Meeting to survive and thrive. These 

reflections have been made urgent by the announcement that Sidwell Friends School 

will soon sell its Bethesda property, where Bethesda Friends Meeting has met for 

nearly fifty years, and will consolidate all three divisions of the School at a unified 

campus in the District of Columbia. 

The Ministry and Worship Committee understands that an ad hoc Committee 

will organize a Meeting-wide process to allow everyone in the BFM community to 

express their hopes and concerns about this transition, but it hoped to contribute to 

the discernment process by articulating what might be called an initial “Space for 

Spirit Inventory” – a list of the basic architectural needs of our spiritual community, 

wherever it ends up.  

These are in no sense demands on others, nor do they purport to speak for 

others within BFM. They presuppose no particular arrangement with anyone about 

the future home of the Meeting. They are instead a simple and realistic assessment of 

the Meeting’s physical requirements, developed after prayerful reflection by the 

members of a committee tasked with responsibility for the maintenance of a 

worshipful environment. As part of that responsibility, the Committee noted that BFM 

is committed to the spirit of right sharing, including environmentally-sustainable 

practices. The design and operation of any building that BFM occupies or shares will 

need to reflect -- indeed exemplify -- that commitment.  

The first essential is a Meeting Room with seating for 100-125 people, arranged 

in the manner of Quakers (i.e., in benches facing one another). Because spirit-led 

messages often involve our relationship with the natural world, it is important that 

the Meeting Room have natural light and windows that open to the outside. It must be 

fully accessible to the handicapped, including those who are visually or aurally 

impaired and those with mobility issues. There should be space near the entrance to 

the Meeting Room for the posting of announcements and the display of information 

related to our faith and practice. 

Second, the Meeting needs auxiliary space where our children can meet weekly 

for First Day School during Meetings for Worship, where our various committees can 

meet monthly, and where special programs can be sponsored by the Ministry and 

Worship Committee, the Adult Religious Education Committee, the Peace and Social 

Justice Committee, and other committees. This probably requires access to four or five 

classrooms (or their equivalent), at least one of which can hold 25-30 adults 

comfortably. The committees generally do not meet during Meeting for Worship, which 

means that they could use the same rooms used by First Day School. Not all 

committees meet at the same time, but most meet monthly on various First Days, 



Ministry & Worship: Space for Spirit  11/2015 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

either before Meeting for Worship (9:30-11:00 a.m.) or at the Rise of Meeting (12:15-

2:00 p.m.), but also potentially including one Second Day evening per month (7:30-9:30 

p.m.)  

Third, during Meetings for Worship, Meetings for Worship with a Concern for 

Business, and Called Meetings (e.g., marriages and memorial meetings), we would 

need facilities for child care so that parents and guardians can participate fully in the 

life of the Meeting. 

Fourth, Bethesda Friends Meeting maintains an extensive lending library of 

Quaker books and pamphlets, not to mention archival materials from the Meeting 

itself, and publications by members and attenders. The library has been an integral 

part of Bethesda Friends Meeting for decades and remains so. Friends on the Ministry 

and Worship Committee are in unity that the Library must move with the Meeting.  

Fifth, Bethesda Friends Meeting often gathers for fellowship where food and 

drink are served. This includes a weekly hospitality hour at the Rise of Meeting and 

monthly potluck lunches. There will also be receptions after Meetings for Marriages 

and Memorial Meetings. These events require access to a working kitchen with dish-

washing facilities and an area where tables and chairs can be set up for anywhere 

from 30 to 200 people – the routine size for the monthly potluck lunch being roughly 

50 people.  

Sixth, the Meeting has modest but real needs for secure, dedicated office space, 

comparable to that which has been available at the Sidwell Friends Lower School 

Meeting House. This requires sufficient room for a desk and space for files and 

supplies. It is possible that the Meeting will determine that it needs physical access to 

a landline, but the Ministry and Worship Committee reached no conclusion on that 

issue.  

Seventh, the BFM community sponsors two annual events. “Spring Fling” – 

held every April -- is BFM’s major fundraising event for Ramallah Friends School and 

includes an extensive auction and the sale of food and drink. Every December, BFM 

holds a “Christmas Pageant,” which includes an orchestra. Ideally, BFM’s new home 

would have the facilities to support these commitments of the Meeting to itself. 

Finally, the Committee acknowledges that there are some obvious logistical 

requirements for BFM’s new home that have a real but more attenuated connection to 

the spiritual well-being of the Meeting and therefore to the remit of this Committee. 

These requirements include reasonable Metro access, parking for a minimum of 60 

cars, readily accessible bathrooms, a place to hang coats, a bulletin board, and a 

reliable cooling and heating system.  

___________________________ 


